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of the monarchy, her prejudice undoubtedly contri-
buted to deprive me of the Emperor's confidence.
Under these conditions there appeared to be but little
chance of my obtaining a diplomatic post of any im-
portance ; but, on the other hand, the Dowager
Empress, daughter of King Christian IX., treated me
with marked good-will. This was in great part due
to the friendship which she felt for my wife, who had,
so to say, grown up under her eye. (My wife was the
daughter of Count Charles Toll, son of the famous
general of that name, and during many years the Russian
Minister at Copenhagen.) The Czar, in deference to
his mother, never named a minister to Copenhagen
without first consulting her. So it happened that, in
conformity with her wishes, I received the post, a very
honourable one, no doubt, but which bade fair to be
void of any political importance in my case and in view
of the circumstances.
As time went on, however, and the unhappy events
of the Russo-Japanese War gradually dispelled the
Emperor's illusions, he seemed inclined to recognize
my foresight and to be willing to entrust me with a
more active role. Toward the end of the campaign he
caused me to be notified of his intention to appoint
me Ambassador to Berlin, a post which was soon to
become vacant by the retirement of the aged Count
Osten-Sacken, I learned afterwards that, in the mean-
time, the Emperor purposed putting to good use the
special knowledge of Japanese affairs that I had acquired
during my stay in the East. As a result of the media-
tion of President Roosevelt, negotiations were about
to be opened at Portsmouth for the conclusion of peace,
and the Emperor had hesitated for a long time over
Ms choice of a plenipotentiary. This post had been